NEWSLETTER

PO Box 355
Ormeau Qld 4208

Issue 10 - March 2011

Email: yra@yatala.info

Dear YRA Members,

HAPPY 2ND BIRTHDAY YRA!
Congratulations and “Happy Birthday”, YRA has just reached 129 members and growing fast. We formed in February 2009
with 19 resident members who came together to start the alliance because we weren’t being heard for issues precious to
us all. As changes happen around us, it is more critical than ever, that we stand together to bring awareness to the issues
changing our environment, wild life and lifestyle that we all came here for in the first place, and continue to work together
for the best outcome.
Check if your neighbours may like to join and be informed to make their own opinion on matters that may concern them
also or let us know of anything that may be of concern to them that we may not know about, together we can help.
We honour absolute confidentiality of all our members with only four steering committee members known publicly and
operate solely on a voluntary basis to provide feedback to members. Information is checked for total validity and
authorisation to circulate updates from organisations prior to distribution.
Road changes that are developing are a deep concern for us all, for children, teachers, families, neighbours and other
business operators using our roads. Please see below our “Action Report” and we thank everyone who attended our
community update and for your valuable input.

COMMUNITY MEETING – 20TH JANUARY 2011
Thank you to all attendees, YRA members, local residents and authorities alike. A very special “Thank You” to Mr Michael
Trott, Principal of Rivermount College for the provision of a meeting area – it was much appreciated and shows just how
much this college is a part of our Yatala community. It would be amiss of YRA members not to thank the YRA Steering
Committee who took the time to finalise the meeting agenda, format and to ensure that the meeting was relevant to the
subjects stated.
A copy of the power-point presentation used on the night and minutes of the meeting were provided to all YRA members
as well as those non-YRA members attending the meeting and who provided their email addresses.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Stanmore Road: An email was sent to the GCCC with questions brought up at the Community Meeting and a
response was requested by end Feb 2011. GCCC Division 1 replied stating that there has been a response from the
GCCC Engineers and it will be mailed to YRA as the contents are too large for an email. (See update further on in this
newsletter).



Stanmore Motocross: The land currently occupied by Stanmore Motocross is owned by the Queensland State
Government and Margaret Keech MP, (State Member for Albert), has asked that Yatala Residents write to her with
their individual suggestions as to the use of this land once the Motocross is relocated to its new location. This will
assist in ensuring its use or any proposed changes are taken into consideration for the best possible outcome for
everyone. Margaret has confirmed that your thoughts will also be advised to the GCCC as they will have a strong
input on the use of this land.
Please address your letters direct to: Margaret Keech MP, Queensland State Member for Albert, 2 Rochester Drive,
Mt Warren Park, QLD 4207 OR send an email to: albert@parliament.qld.gov.au This is your chance to have a say in
the future of this land and it’s valuable natural green space for the area.



Odours: DERM forms were sent to those whom requested same and all new YRA members have also received the
DERM forms along with all our newsletters to bring them up to date.



Phoenix MCU: As per our agreement at the Community Meeting, details of concerns in regard to the Phoenix MCU
were sent to all YRA members and those attending the meeting who requested a copy. (See update further on in this
newsletter).
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STANMORE ROAD
The email below was sent to GCCC as a result of the questions that occurred at the Community Meeting.
From: Cavell Dorman
Sent: Tuesday, 1 February 2011 9:46 AM
To: GATES Donna (DGATES@goldcoast.qld.gov.au)
Cc: yra@yatala.info; Division1 (Division1@goldcoast.qld.gov.au)
Subject: Stanmore Rd - Questions
Dear Donna,
Further to the Community Meeting held at Rivermount College on the 20 th of January 2011, the following questions require a Formal GCCC
Response by the end of February 2011.
As has been stated on numerous occasions, the residential area of Yatala is vitally interested in the outcome of the Stanmore Road
Upgrade. These upgrades affect the daily life of the residents in the area and it is therefore necessary for the GCCC and other authorities to
ensure that the community in the area has a total understanding of the upgrade process. The overwhelming feeling is that it needs to be
correct from the beginning to ensure current and future generations of Yatala residents PLUS those who use Stanmore Road have a safe
passage in their daily lives. Add to that, the fact that the GCCC and authorities have mega dollars of tax-payers’ funds allocated to the
project makes it even more vital to have a correct outcome that will stand the test of time over many decades.
STANMORE ROAD QUESTIONS
1.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS – STAGE 3A (intersection of Stanmore and Paterson Roads)
a.
Does GCCC have any formal evidence or studies supporting that traffic lights will make this intersection safer?
b.
Yatala residents believe the traffic lights will create more problems as trucks will ignore red traffic signals and will create
additional noise when stopping and restarting at the lights – can GCCC offer any guarantees or solutions against this?
c.
Could parabolic mirrors be installed to help visibility and safety at the intersection?
d.
Residents use the intersection all-day every day. The local Rivermount school has peak traffic in the mornings and midafternoons on weekdays. Are there any other alternatives?

2.

ROAD ELEVATIONS - STAGE 3B
a.
Can GCCC provide any formal evidence why road elevations between Pagan Road and Paterson Road cannot be lowered?
b.
If the size of earth batters and land acquisitions are an issue, why can’t retaining walls like those built in nearby industrial
estates be utilised?
c.
Can a mains gas line be relocated if that presents a problem?
d.
Can the road additions be constructed closer to the Stanmore Park Motorcross site to minimise land acquisitions and batter
sizes?
e.
Can GCCC provide a simple to understand map depicting a cross section view of road elevations and surrounding land
topography of the area between Pagan and Paterson roads?

3.

ALTERNATIVE ROAD? (Stanmore Road onto Paterson Road)
a.
Has GCCC considered utilising the road designated as a ‘Road Reserve” appearing in maps, UBD and councils stage 3b
constructions plans, as an alternative entrance and exit to Stanmore Road, thus eliminating the intersection at Stanmore road
and Paterson road? (see map below)
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We thank you in advance for your attention to this matter and look forward to having the replies to the above questions by end February
2011.
Yours truly,
Cavell Dorman and Gai Drake
Co-Chairs – YRA
Stuart Applegate
Resident & Stanmore Road Information officer
m 0411 741 406
Call me anytime to ask about Stanmore Road issues !

Following this email there was correspondence between YRA and Donna in regard to the Stanmore Road issues. See below
(have deleted part of the email as it is exactly the same as above)
From: Cavell Dorman
Sent: Monday, 7 February 2011 4:48 PM
To: 'GATES Donna'
Cc: yra@yatala.info
Subject: RE: Stanmore Rd - Questions
Hi Donna,
Sorry for the delay in replying to you – been a few things happening.
NO DOUBT THE 100+ YRA RESIDENTS WILL BE DELIGHTED THAT YOU WILL DO A SURVEY OF THE RESIDENTS IN
THE AREA IN REGARD TO STANMORE ROAD AS IT IS A HOT TOPIC AND NEEDS TO BE DONE RIGHT FIRST TIME
OUT. While YRA consists of close to 30% of all residents in the area, there are many more residents who need to have their
own view considered. Good on you and we are sure that you will make sure that you do a real survey with all options available
for consideration.
Looking at this entire matter – over time the residents of Yatala have provided their suggestions and ideas on how to manage
the traffic issues. We are all looking for GCCC to demonstrate evidence that they have explored ALL possible options with solid
reasons why some are not acceptable.
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If the traffic lights will cost $1M, couldn’t that money be spent on sound attenuation barriers, land reclamation and lowering of
road elevations during Stage 3b of Stanmore Road? Lowered road elevations WITH traffic lights is probably a reasonable
solution BUT not the only solution – especially when Stanmore Road is to be a dual-carriage way. Surely it restricts traffic flow
BUT it may end up being the safe option too!
The excerpts that you took from the communication of the 24th of June 2009 were (as is always the case) shown in its entirety
(plus your reply) in Newsletter 3 from YRA. Therefore all YRA members at that early stage and for that matter since, have the
now 9 Newsletters to look back upon for all information distributed. The Community Meeting on the 20th of January brought
more members to the fold and all of them will OR are in the process of receiving their 9 back copies of the YRA Newsletters.
All the best and we look forward to seeing your survey hit the streets of Yatala.
Cheers, Cavell
Cavell Dorman
YRA

From: GATES Donna [mailto:DGATES@goldcoast.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 2 February 2011 1:18 PM
To: 'Cavell Dorman WRD'
Cc: Division1
Subject: RE: Stanmore Rd - Questions
Dear Cavell and Gai
I've just responded to a Yatala resident regarding the traffic lights issue - and thought I should bring to your attention that the investigation
re signals began after representation from the YRA. I did not mention this at the meeting the other night - but we had a request from YRA
on 24 June 2009 to consider the installation of lights to improve safety at both Enkleman and Paterson. When Rivermount College joined
forces to request the same outcome, I lobbied on behalf of all, and the rest is history.
It seems for one reason or another, there has been a change in the YRA view. I think it's therefore important for me to write to all residents
and clarify the background and the current position - and seek feedback from the wider community. I just thought I'd give you a headsup
that I'll be doing that - because it seems everyone has forgotten the original request from the Yatala Residents Alliance that consideration
be given to providing lights.
A copy of my email response to a resident this morning is below:
The issue of the Paterson/Stanmore intersection was raised by the Yatala Residents Alliance, and I quote directly from correspondence
dated 24 June 2009 from the Yatala Residents Alliance:
"GCCC and Qld Govt must understand that Yatala residents only have one entry and exit point to their estates which is Stanmore Road.
Action Requested: Serious consideration at the major intersections of Stanmore and Paterson Roads and Stanmore and Enkleman
Roads with a view to installation of traffic lights as the best possible solution."
Subsequent to that request and another serious motor vehicle accident at the intersection last year, members of the Rivermount College
community began emailing me seeking attention to the intersection. I received many, many requests - and because these were in addition
to the request from the YRA, I believed I was acting in the best interests of the community in seeking a recommendation to address the
safety concerns at the intersection. I therefore lobbied for immediate attention from Council officers to address the safety concerns that
had been raised. The outcome was a recommendation for the installation of lights - which was initially well received.
It would now appear some members of the Yatala community do not support a signalised intersection. My concern is purely for the safety
of drivers and now that a determination has been made in response to the safety concerns raised and there are obvious difficulties in
ignoring the resulting recommendation.

I'm uncertain of the investigations undertaken in making the determination for a signalised intersection, but will seek the background
information for you and will now communicate with all Yatala residents and members of the school community to explain the current
situation.

Donna Gates
Councillor Division 1
Gold Coast City Council
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At this stage, YRA is not aware of any letter being sent to residents regarding Stanmore Road, however if you have any
comments to make, please email Donna directly as there is no doubt that she had a file on the matter and will welcome
your individual comments that you may have if it affects you.
th

While you will have received an email on the 11 of March 2011 showing the questions and the GCCC reply as an attached
PDF File, we considered it appropriate to also include the information in Newsletter 10 so we all have the information
recorded.

(Please refer to GCCC response at the end of this document)

DARLINGTON PARK
The email below was sent to all YRA members to inform on the P & E Appeal for Darlington Park. Bruce Atkinson whom is
the co-respondent to the P & E Court Appeal gave his approval for this email to be forwarded to YRA members and no
doubt there are a number of people whom have replied to him.
From: Cavell Dorman
Sent: Monday, 14 February 2011 3:40 PM
To: yra@yatala.info
Subject: DARLINGTON PARK - Eureka 2 Project 2 Pty Ltd & Hanwell Pty Ltd v GCCC & Ors, P&E Appeal No. 3523 of 2008
Dear All,
The Darlington Park Industrial Area MCU Application ( as stated above) is in its final stages – prior to P & E Court process.
Those who live the closest to Darlington Park or overlook the land and who are prepared to issue an affidavit that can be used
in the court process, please contact Bruce Atkinson who is a Co-Respondent in this case. He will advise you of what is
required and provide you with the necessary material that should allow you to be clear on where this process currently stands
so you can write an affidavit on your concerns.
Please contact Bruce on: 07 3807 3461 or email: bruce@designstream.com.au
Best regards,
Cavell Dorman and Gai drake
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ODOURS
While YRA still battles odours in the area (in late Feb we had a local resident who was so devastated that she felt physically
ill to the extent that she had to close her office in the YEA area to remove herself from the odours that permeated her
place of work) and once again we remind you all – FILL IN THE DERM OR GCCC FORMS AND SEND THEM OFF
IMMEDIATELY. DERM and the GCCC will welcome your input as they both know that there is an issue and a real need to
make the area a safer place to live and work, including the surrounding suburbs. If you know someone else who may be
affected by odours, please give them the DERM / GCCC Forms. The sooner these issues are attended too, the better it will
be for everyone (including the companies who may not realise they have been helping to create the problem). YRA would
also ask that you keep us informed of your issues with Odours so we can update our log.

(Please refer to new clipping attached at end of document)
Phoenix Recyclers MCU Application: Reminder emails were sent to all YRA members in regard to the deadline for
nd
submissions – 22 Feb 2011.
There is not much more that can be said about this issue now, other than to sincerely thank the 36 residents in Yatala /
Ormeau plus Sandy Creek Road itself, as well as a person whom rented a property and would have loved to have stayed in
the area but was forced out by the incessant odour issue. Rest assured that YRA members will be keen watchers of the
GCCC website in this regard so WATCH THIS SPACE!
HELP REQUIRED PLEASE: If it has not been for a journalist contacting YRA, we would never have known about the Phoenix
MCU, as the advertising of this was posted on Sandy Creek Road and not distributed in our vicinity. As such, we need
everyone’s assistance to keep an eye on Sandy Creek Road (and other roads in the close industrial area) to alert us to any
MCU applications that are advertised on fences in the area, to help us all have the time to evaluate these applications by
emailing us at yra@yatala.info.

OTHER INFORMATION
Below is self-explanatory! A series of emails between YRA and Donna Gates which she approved for distribution to YRA
members. Please read from the bottom up to get the whole story! Some minor editing to remove email addresses has
occurred for confidentiality reasons.
From: Cavell Dorman
Sent: Friday, 25 February 2011 4:21 PM
To: 'GATES Donna'
Cc: yra@yatala.info
Subject: RE: Paterson Road, Yatala - Open Drain Slashing & Planned Shared Path/Bikeway - Updates
Thanks Donna,
That clarifies things for us as far as Division 1 is concerned for our area and no doubt you will be relieved to have the change ratified. That newsletter of yours goes out
early March so we will add your comments to the YRA Newsletter too, as deliveries of the GCCC newsletter in our area is much later in the month.
We will be interested to read the outcome of the Stanmore Road Questions – if your communication comes soon we would be in a position to put that in the YRA
newsletter too if that is Ok with you.
All the very best,
Cavell
Cavell Dorman
YRA
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From: GATES Donna
Sent: Friday, 25 February 2011 3:17 PM
To: 'Cavell Dorman'
Subject: RE: Paterson Road, Yatala - Open Drain Slashing & Planned Shared Path/Bikeway - Updates
Happy for you to provide the information to members Cavell.
You will not be impacted by the changes - other than the next representative (hopefully me!) will not be so busy and will have more time to devote to a smaller area. The
Division is already way over quota with thousands more electors than some of the other Divisions. The boundaries of Divisions 3, 4 and 6 will change to pick up
approximately an addition 4,500 electors from the current Division 1. Have included a piece that will go in the March Local Newsletter which you may like to reproduce but be assured Yatala will remain firmly within Division 1 of Gold Coast City.
I also have a very length reply to the questions raised at the last meeting regarding Stanmore Road. About to start putting together a letter for you.
regards
Donna.

BOUNDARY REVIEW
Growth in Division 1 continues to surpass all other areas within our city. As a result, it will be necessary to review the internal boundaries of Gold Coast City in time for
the 2012 Council Election. The State Government requires a recommendation by 1 March in the year before the quadrennial election consistent with the prescribed
“reasonable proportion of electors”. Council’s Corporate Governance and Administration Committee today recommended changes which would result in the loss of the
area east of the M1 between the Coomera River and Yawalpah Road, including Coomera Village, Dreamworld, the Beattie Road Community House, the Marine Precinct,
Coomera & Coomera Rivers State Schools, Coomera Sports Park, the Coomera Town Centre, the new TAFE, Coomera Shores and Coomera Waters. This would in its
entirety transfer to Division 3 of Gold Coast City, currently represented by Cr Grant Pforr. After resolution by Council, the State Government will make the final
determination and I’ll keep you informed once further advice is received. This is obviously a huge change and disappointing to me personally. Unfortunately, it’s
unavoidable due to the sustained growth in our area. Of interest, Council officers began putting this recommendation together in about October of last year and since that
time, an estimated additional 1,000 voters have joined the Division 1 community. These figures provide some clarity about the workload in growing communities.

Donna Gates
Councillor Division 1
Gold Coast City Council
Ph: 07 5581 6301 Fax: 07 5581 6801 Mobile: 0424 778999
PO Box 5042 Gold Coast Mail Centre Qld 9729
http://www.goldcoastcity.com.au

From: Cavell Dorman
Sent: Friday, 25 February 2011 14:50
To: GATES Donna
Subject: FW: Paterson Road, Yatala - Open Drain Slashing & Planned Shared Path/Bikeway - Updates
Hi Donna,
Not sure as to how fast you get the Division 1 emails so thought I would send this directly to you as we are working on the March Newsletter now. The days just seem to
fly!
Cheers, Cavell
Cavell Dorman
YRA

From: Cavell Dorman
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2011 8:39 AM
To: Division1 (Division1@goldcoast.qld.gov.au)
Subject: Paterson Road, Yatala - Open Drain Slashing & Planned Shared Path/Bikeway - Updates
Thanks for the info, Donna.
May we place the information that you have provided in our next YRA newsletter? As YRA has such an expanding member list, there will be much interest in your
comment on the drain and pathway situation for Paterson Road and especially the Stanmore/Patterson intersection.
Should you agree, these will be published in our next Newsletter due to distribution in March.
Look forward to hearing from you on the above but also on another note, it was stated in the Gold Coast Sun on Page 6 on Wed 23rd in the “In Brief” section that there
will be changes to the boundaries for Division 1 . It seems like there is a lot of change and that is all due to the issues of the huge population growth. We know that this is
something that you have been dealing with for ages, as Division 1 was really a huge size and the growth was massive. Do you have information on the new boundaries
as yet – especially as to what will be the changes around our area?
Best regards,
Cavell Dorman and Gai Drake

From: Division1 [mailto:Division1@goldcoast.qld.gov.au]
Sent: Wednesday, 23 February 2011 12:13 PM
To: Yatala Residents Association
Subject: Paterson Road, Yatala - Open Drain Slashing & Planned Shared Path/Bikeway - Updates
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Dear Cavell and Gai
After recently seeing the condition of the open drain on Paterson Road at Yatala a request was placed for slashing (CR189203).
The area has now been placed on a regular maintenance program, until the drain is formerly constructed. A report is coming before Council soon for approval for design
to be undertaken.
At the Engineering Services Committee meeting last week approval was provided to construct the planned shared path/bikeway on Paterson Road - if weather conditions
do not permit the construction of other projects within the existing 2010/11 capital works program.
I will keep you posted on this one.
Also I am awaiting further information from officers before writing to residents about the proposed traffic light installation for which it appears a very strong case may exist.
I now know that the lights would be tripped by traffic entering Stanmore from Paterson. So concern about delays and noise from stopping/starting trucks during the night
are largely unwarranted. However, I will provide all information to residents once received.
Regards
Donna Gates
Councillor for Division 1
Gold Coast City Council
Ph: (07) 5581 6301 Mob: 0424 778 999 Fax: (07) 5529 7211
PO Box 5042 Gold Coast Mail Centre Qld 9729
division1@goldcoast.qld.gov.au
Gold Coast City Council - confidential communication

ANZAC DAY SERVICE
The Ormeau Progress Association has advised the following:
th

This year the Anzac Service on 25 April will commence at the new time of 8.45am. The service will be held at the war
memorial in the grounds of the Uniting church on the old Pacific Highway at Pimpama. Everyone is welcome and invited to
attend.
As a final note, please keep your feedback rolling in as it is your information that helps keep us all informed and up to date.
The YRA newsletter is also distributed to the GCCC / State Government / Federal Government Representatives in our area
to also help them be informed of all issues and of concern to us and helping each other. We also sincerely thank the
Ormeau Progress Association for their friendship and their neighbouring support.
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